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AXIS OF EVIL MAPPING NEWSLETTER #2 OF 2023 – early February   

INTRODUCTION  

 January has been yet another busy month for ITMB. Supply chain difficulties that have been the bane of 
our existence for the past year seem to be sorting themselves out. At least, we have received during January 
shipments of maps from our printer that we weren’t expecting until March. As a result, we have quite a few new 
titles that have arrived in our warehouse. We are also finding that more parts of the world are proving to be 
attractive to travellers, at least to the point of buying maps, which I presume means that trips to Australia, Japan, 
Mexico, and China etc. are being planned by lots of people for 2023. China and Russia remain unpopular with map 
buyers for different reasons, but this is short term. Sales of maps for African and South American destinations are 
increasing finally, which is good news. Caribbean titles are selling much better than in 2022. 

NEW TITLES 

 ITMB has received 8 new titles during January, almost all of which are the first time we have published 
them. We start with our newest cruising map, being a double-sided map of the Caribbean, then a brand-new map of 
all of Ireland, followed by maps of new countries for us – Liechtenstein, Lithuania, and Luxembourg. How nice to 
issue three L countries in one month! Mont Blanc, in France/Italy, becomes our most recent mountain map, along 
with the re-issue of our popular Vancouver-area mountains map known locally as 92G6/7, and finally, our new map 
of southern Norway to complement the northern map that we issued last month. We still have a dozen titles at 
press, so I expect that next month’s offerings will be significant. Details are below. 

LUNAR NEW YEAR 

 This year, the festival generally known in most of the western world as Chinese New Year fell in late 
January. The name is a bit of a mis-nomer, as several ethnic groupings follow the Lunar calendar and celebrate the 
beginning of a new year based on interpretations of the moon’s position. Vancouver, having such a large Asian 
ethnic composition, celebrates each new Lunar year with parties, a big parade, and lots of fireworks. The 
Vietnamese community calls its entry into a New Year Tet, and celebrate it a bit differently than their Chinese, 
Korean, Japanese, and Cambodian counterparts. Lan is quite involved with the local Vietnamese-Canadian 
community and participates in numerous dance and singing performances at various venues around the city each 
new year two-week time period. I am often roped in to act as driver, carrier of bulky items, and occasional 
introducer. We have been active in such festivities for almost a quarter century now. This year begins the Year of 
the Cat in the Vietnamese zodiac, or the Year of the Rabbit in the Chinese zodiac. In the secular world, we all use 
January 1st to ring in the new year, but several societies celebrate the occasion at different times, so we end up 
celebrating half a dozen New Years in Vancouver each year to welcome the beginning of a new era.  

THE PRECARIOUS STATE OF TRAVEL 

 The further we move into 2023, the more evident it is that the travel industry at large is suffering from 
structural problems. Exceptionally bad weather shut down airports in various parts of North America over 
Christmas/New Year and this caused a ripple effect that seriously negatively impacted both passengers and 
carriers all over North America, including holiday resorts in the Caribbean and Central America. Vancouver airport 
shut down completely for five days, disrupting flights from India, Japan, Australia, and dozens of other locations. A 
bit later, the same thing happened to many east coast airports, disrupting traffic and inconveniencing passengers 
from Europe as well as North America. Weather is something we have to accept, but on top of this, computer 
glitches crashed the operational system of a major US airline, Southwest, and then stopped normal safety checks 
at all American airports, causing tens of thousands of flight cancellations and delays. This, in turn, spilled over into 
Canada and caused a computer overload failure at a major charter airline, Sunwing, that seriously disrupted travel 
plans for thousands more customers and have forced the airline to curtail some of its flights permanently. I can’t 
speak for the rest of the world because local news media outlets have been so full of coverage of our own turmoil 
that there has been no time left over to note disruptions elsewhere – but they occurred. All of this negatively affects 
not only businesses in the travel industry but discourages individuals from wanting to travel. It is very discouraging 
to discover that Southwest Airline’s computer system hasn’t been upgraded since the 1990s, or that computers 
controlling safety for flights is subject to malfunctions. What can be done to make travel more reliable? 
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TANTE TRUUS AND THE KINDERTRANSPORT 

 The NAZI takeover of Germany has many facets. One that I have just discovered was the plight of children 
caught up in something that few people, if any, fully understood. When Hitler gained power in 1933, he started 
exterminating, secretly, those who did not match his concept of racial purity, starting with those Germans who were 
institutionalized. As persecutions of those who either opposed NAZI dogma or were vulnerable to attack as being 
allegedly inferior, and this included many Germans who were not Jewish, increasingly frantic parents sought to 
emigrate or, in desperation, to send their children to safety. A Dutch woman, Geertruida Eijsmuller-Meijer of 
Amsterdam, began ferrying children one or two at a time from various places in Germany to the Netherlands and 
placing them with foster parents. By 1938, Germany was increasingly aggressive, invading Austria under the 
pretext of being ‘requested’ to do so to put down alleged anti-German riots that never happened. At that time, 
Vienna had one of the largest Jewish populations in all of Europe, including many who had fled Germany. The 
situation quickly became extremely terrifying for many thousands of civilians whose lives were turned upside down. 

 Internationally, virtually every country in the world collaborated with the NAZIs in denying entry to 
desperate people fleeing persecution, including the USA and Canada (China was the one exception). However, in 
the months prior to the formal start of WW2, an influential British couple, supported by British Jewish leaders, 
forced the UK’s parliament to approve an emergency rescue of 10,000 children from Germany and occupied 
Austria. Mrs. Meijer, known to hundreds of rescued children at that time as Tante (Aunt) Truss, flew to Vienna and 
imposed herself on Adolf Eichmann, who was in charge of solving the Jewish ‘problem’ in Austria. Surprisingly, he 
agreed to allow 600 Jewish children to go to England by train, but only if they were transported the next Saturday, 
knowing that this was the Jewish Sabbath and would be particularly humiliating for those of the Jewish faith. Tante 
Truus shepherded the six hundred to England and went back for more. She did not act alone. Good Germans, 
mostly women, worked fearlessly to save as many children as possible. In all, some 10,000 children from Germany, 
Austria, and Czechoslovakia, a quarter of whom were not Jewish, were saved before the Netherlands was invaded 
in May, 1940 and ferries to England curtailed. The last train from Prague, with 250 children on board, disappeared 
while travelling through Germany on September 1, 1939, the day Germany invaded Poland. Those children have 
never been accounted for. Tante Truus remained in Amsterdam throughout WW2, and somehow survived while 
continuing to smuggle children to Switzerland, Vichy France, and Spain while being persecuted by the Gestapo. 
Truly heroic. 

 Virtually none of the children saved ever saw their parents again, thanks to extermination policies. Almost 
all the children survived to adulthood with new parents and generally became model citizens of the UK. They 
became prominent artists, scientists, teachers, politicians, and even a Nobel laureate (Walter Kohn) and overcame 
the trauma of terror imposed upon them as youngsters. The legacy of one woman’s heroic efforts could be heard in 
the voices of thousands of little children shouting out “We love you, Tante Truss!” 

 Fast forward to 2022 and transpose brutal Russian invasion with NAZI tyranny and think of the millions of 
Ukrainians, almost all of whom are women and children, who have had to flee for their lives to Poland and Germany 
and dozens of other countries. They were granted sanctuary. Many have since been able to return home, and 
many others are carving out new lives and new homes in other parts of Europe and throughout North America. It 
appears that we have learned something from Tante Truus.   

WORK IN PROGRESS - all sellers/librarians please note 

 ITMB, as of early February, 2023, has ample inventory of almost all of the titles traditionally carried as part 
of our publishing line. We ask for your understanding if a particular title happens to be unavailable in the short term.  

Brussels, Belgium – We have started developing a new map of what is both the capital of a country and the seat 
of governance of the European Union. It is a historic and interesting city in its own right. No ETA. 

Burnaby/New Westminster/Coquitlam – Vancouver consists of a series of municipalities in close proximity to 
each other. ITMB has already mapped Vancouver City, Richmond, and the four Northshore municipalities, and is 
now in the process of preparing a map for what is known locally as the inner suburbs, which are so ‘inner’ that there 
is no gap between Vancouver City, Burnaby, New Westminster, and the tri-city Coquitlam area. No ETA. 
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France Riviera/Mediterranean Coast – The south of France is very popular touristically, but it is traditionally 
divided into two parts – western Languedoc and eastern Provence (or Riviera). The distances involved are not 
great, so we are developing a double-sided map to show the entire coastal area. The line work has been 
completed, but the final touches will probably take another few months. No ETA. 

Ghent (in Belgium) – There is apparently a gap in the marketplace and no map of the city is currently available.  
Does this mean that Lan is adding Ghent to her long list of titles to do? Maybe. I’ll probably be the last to know, as 
usual. 

Greek Islands Cruising Map – The islands of the eastern Mediterranean are prime cruise ship ports of call. This 
will also provide a base for us for even more detailed mapping of individual islands in the future. No ETA. 

Halifax – I know that Lan is working on a brand-new map of the city of Halifax, in Nova Scotia, but I haven’t seen 
the artwork yet, so it is in progress, but not ready. 

Kosovo – Of Europe’s many attractive touristic destinations, Kosovo is one of the best-kept secrets. Since its break 
from Serbia, the country has stabilized and is gradually prospering, like Albania and Montenegro. It is time for a 
proper map of this country, to show everyone its assets! No ETA. 

Mallorca/Menorca/Ibiza – The Balearic Islands of the western Mediterranean are extremely developed for tourism, 
but also retain the charm that has made them popular since Roman times. No ETA. 

Monaco – Yes, Lan is working on a map of tiny Monaco. We were there last December, and she obviously thought 
that a map would be a good idea. I haven’t seen it yet, but I will, probably shortly before it goes to the printer. 

Pacific Crest Trail Hiking Map – The west coast of North America has a marvelous long-distance hiking trail that 
is relatively unknown except to hikers. It would be more than most could want as a whole, but sections are easily 
available if one has a map; hence, this map. No ETA. 

Rhine River Cruising/Driving Map-The Rhine is one of the iconic rivers of Europe, with its many castles and 
attractive ports of call. At the moment, I do not know the parameters of the area being mapped, but it is an 
interesting title for development. Stay tuned! 

Russia – Despite the war, travel to Russia is still possible, albeit not as conveniently as prior to their invasion of 
Ukraine and the resultant sanctions. Regardless, in the long term, the world needs a map covering central/western 
Russia in detail, with a focus on the Golden Ring Heritage cities close to Moscow. The map will arrive during 
March. 

NEW RELEASES FEBRUARY, 2023 

Caribbean Cruising Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:2,400,000 ISBN 9781771291798 UPC 817712917980 
$14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – The Caribbean Sea is one of the most popular cruising destinations in the world. This 
colourful double-sided map starts just north of Orlando/Tampa in order to show the northernmost Bahamian islands 
and south as far as the Panama Canal at Colon and the coast of Venezuela. The map shows good detail for each 
island and the legal boundaries of each island nation. Side 1 concentrates on the western Caribbean, essentially 
the Bahamas, Cuba, Jamaica, and the Cayman Islands. Here’s a fun fact most of you won’t know: tiny Navassa 
Island between Haiti and Jamaica is claimed by both the USA and Haiti! Side 2 concentrates on the eastern islands 
of the Caribbean, such as Hispaniola (Haiti and the Dominican Republic), Puerto Rico and the US and British Virgin 
Islands, Turks & Caicos, and the Lesser Antilles chain of island countries, such as Antigua, Guadeloupe, Barbados, 
and Trinidad/Tobago, among others. Coverage then extends westward along the Venezuelan coastline to include 
the Dutch possessions of Aruba, Bonaire, and Curacao. Interestingly, there is a small island called Isla Mona west 
of Puerto Rico on the map that I have never heard of.  There are also two Bonaire islands. This is a very interesting 
map! The most popular cruise line routes are shown; most start either from Puerto Rico or from southern Florida. 
The map also includes a Top Attractions list, and dozens of local points of interest related to each island. 
AVAILABLE 
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Ireland Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 on waterproof paper 1:350,000 ISBN 9781771293693 UPC 
817712936936 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – As technology improves, we are able to produce more detailed maps 
than was previously possible. Such is the case with Ireland, a part of the world consisting of two countries divided 
by religion and history. Preparing a map of Ireland as a double-sided map means cutting the island into two 
geographic portions. Side 1 covers the northern half. This includes the portion known as Northern Ireland, or Ulster, 
and a fair portion of the Republic of Ireland, or Eire; essentially everything north of Dublin and west to Counties 
Mayo and Galway. Side 2 covers the southern half of the island from just north of Dublin to the outer tips of County 
Kerry. It also includes a nice inset map of central Dublin. Naturally, all motorways and roads are included, as are 
touristic attractions, camping/caravan sites, ferry terminals, and Top Attractions. This is a very detailed travel map 
of the island, printed on waterproof paper for durability. We had great fun driving around Ireland researching this 
map. It is a very popular travel destination; easy to reach and lovely to see. AVAILABLE 

Liechtenstein/Eastern Austria Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:26,000/1:380,000 ISBN 9781771294454 
UPC 817712944542 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – Europe is dotted with mini-states that exist solely for historic 
reasons but are fiercely independent. Liechtenstein, surrounded by Switzerland on its west and south and Austria 
on its other borders, is such a state. It is larger and more diverse than many imagine and is quite a popular ski 
resort region. Side 1 is a detailed map of the principality, framed on the west by the Rhine River and a bit of 
Switzerland and on the east by Austria. Most development occurs in the Rhine Valley in a north-south direction, 
dominated by the capital city of Vaduz. There are five access points from Switzerland across the Rhine, one from 
the south, and two from Austria in the north. The ski haven of Malbun is prominently shown, and the scale of the 
map is detailed enough to name every major street. This also enabled us the opportunity to include schools, 
shopping areas, post offices, and churches, as well as a wide range of eating establishments. Walking/hiking trails 
have also been included. This is the only map of Liechtenstein ever produced by a cartographic firm, and joins 
Andorra, Luxembourg, and Monaco as a valued part of ITMB’s coverage of Europe. Side 2 concentrates on eastern 
Austria and southern Germany from Lake Boden (Bodensee) to Linz and from the Italian border north to Passau, in 
Germany. It is both a road/rail map and a physical relief map of this portion of the Alps. It includes its own Top 
Attractions list. Border crossings are shown merely as a formality, except for Switzerland. This would be an 
excellent map to use to explore the mountains south of Innsbruck or to discover small villages in the Tirol. 
AVAILABLE 

Lithuania/Latvia Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:500,000 ISBN 9781771294430 UPC 817712944306 
$14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – ITMB is very pleased to release its first-ever map of the Baltic country of Lithuania, 
which occupies Side 1 of this double-sided map. It is bordered by Latvia on its north, the Russian enclave of 
Kalingrad on its southeast, and Poland and Belarus on its south and east. It is now on the front lines of tension 
between Russia and its neighbours, as are all the Baltic states. It is also a valued member of both NATO and the 
EU, and as such is easy to access from either Poland or Latvia. Lithuania fronts on to the Baltic Sea with a major 
port at Klaipeda (formerly Memel), with its capital being Vilnius. Historically, the country has suffered German and 
Russian invasions during the 20th century, the last of which resulted in the country losing its independence 
completely by being absorbed into the Russian Empire in the latter stages of WW2. It regained its independence in 
1991, with the collapse of the USSR and shortly thereafter applied to join both the European Union and NATO. 
Touristically, the main attractions are shown in our Top Attractions listing. Culturally, it is closely associated with 
Scandinavia, especially Finland, and maintains cordial relations with Latvia and Poland. The current war in Ukraine 
has created difficulties entering either Russia or Belarus. Side 2 of the map is an updated map of Latvia, with a 
detailed inset of its capital Riga. This Baltic country is bounded by Lithuania to the south, Estonia to the north, and 
Russia to the east. As all the Baltic states are members of the EU, access by air, ferry, and land are easy. 
Relations with Russia are very tense at the moment, and the border is closed. Historic Riga is the main attraction of 
Latvia, but the region around Cesis has several significant sites of touristic interest, and the cathedral at Rezekne, 
in the east, is well-worth a visit. AVAILABLE 



 

ITMB PUBLISHING LTD. 
 

• INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL MAPS AND BOOKS 

• ITM DISTRIBUTION 

12300Bridgeport Road 

Richmond, BC 

CANADA     V6V 1J5 

TEL:  (604) 273-1400 

FAX: (604) 273-1488 

E-mail: Jack@itmb.com 

 

OFFICES IN: HANOI. PRAGUE. VANCOUVER 

 

WWW.ITMB.COM 

Luxembourg/Eastern Belgium Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:200,000 ISBN 9781771294423 UPC 
817712944238 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – Luxembourg is the largest of Europe’s mini-states. We have included 
the principality on maps of surrounding countries, as most publishers do, but we felt it was time to concentrate on 
the principality itself and place it into context with its neighbours. Bounded on the west by Belgium, on its east by 
Germany, and its south by France, Luxembourg has survived for centuries by playing off one large power against 
another in order to retain its independence. Largely a French-speaking area, Luxembourg is also a strong supporter 
of the EU. It is a mountainous country, part of the Ardennes region, and close to Bastogne, the focal point of Hitler’s 
last attempt to break the Allies in what is now called the Battle of the Bulge. Bastogne, site of a marvelous WW2 
museum, is also on Side 1, as is a portion of Belgium going as far as Mons. Side 2 concentrates on Belgium east of 
Brussels, with a small portion of Netherlands included. This includes the Brussels region, Antwerp, Leuven, Liege, 
and Aachen, with a tiny portion of Germany. Belgium is a larger and more diverse country than many realize. One 
of the great treasure of eastern Belgium is the cathedral town of Liege, which is known in Flemish as Luik and in 
German as Luttich, which can make finding it a bit challenging, depending upon whose map one is using, or which 
road signs one is following! AVAILABLE 

Mont Blanc & the Alps Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:55,000/1:900,000 ISBN 9781771294812 UPC 
817712948120 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – As far as mountains go, Mont Blanc in France and Italy, forming the 
border between the two countries, with Switzerland nearby, is the best known and most attractive mountain in the 
Alps. The peak itself is far too challenging for most climbers to attempt, but the region is dotted with ski lifts, hiking 
trails in the lower regions, and fascinating scenic villages. Mont Blanc tops out at 4,807.81 metres and is protected 
by Monte Bianco National Park in Italy. There is a long tunnel underneath the mountain joining France (near 
Chamonix) and Italy (near Courmayeur) and a beautiful highway along its western side (the D1506) and in Italy 
along its south side (SS26). There is also a Grande Route long-distance hiking trail that surrounds the mountain. 
We show it in its entirety, including numerous overnight stopping areas, either in towns or in mountain refuges. 
Naturally, skiing is a huge draw, and we include several ski lifts, all rail lines in the region, including the fabulous 
cog line from Chamonix to the Grotte de Glace. The Grande Route trail also passes through Switzerland, and we 
note numerous places to stay in Champex-Lac and La Fouly. The map also includes La Thuile, in Italy, with its 
many hotels, and touches the nearby French resort town of Sixt-Fer-a-Cheval, a name that should entice anyone to 
go and visit. The second side of the map is just as interesting, covering the Alps from Geneva to Zagreb, providing 
drivers with comprehensive coverage of all highways and secondary routes. Rail routes are also emphasized. 
Given its grandiose scale, touristic points are limited to the most important, but numerous camping sites are noted, 
as well as all towns and border crossings, notably with Switzerland. The map has two covers, one favouring Mont 
Blanc and one oriented to the Alps themselves, providing opportunities to market this interesting title to two 
markets. AVAILABLE 
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North & West Vancouver 92G6/7 Travel Reference Map 2nd Ed. 2023 1:50,000 ISBN 9781771298759 UPC 
817712987594 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – Canada is renowned for its Rocky Mountain chain, but there are 
actually five chains of mountains running through the westernmost province of British Columbia. Vancouver is 
nestled in a fertile river delta formed by the Fraser River and rests on the edge of the Coast Mountain chain. Inside 
the city itself are three mountain peaks that are enjoyed by skiers in the winter and hikers in the summer. 
Collectively, these are known as the Northshore Mountains. Canada, due to its size, is divided into 13,500 map 
rectangles at 1:50,000 scale each for topographic mapping purposes. The Northshore Mountains fill two of them. 
Although all topographic maps have names, due to the enormous number of maps, they are all numbered by the 
Canada Map Office for ease of use. Thus, this map is called 92G6 (North Vancouver) on one side and 92G7 (Port 
Coquitlam) on the other. As this map IS a government topographic map, it shows only whatever information was 
determined by the CMO for inclusion. Coverage on Side 1 is from Bowen Island east to the Second Narrows bridge 
and from the City of Vancouver north to Lions Bay All city streets are shown, but at this scale, are not named. The 
ski resorts on Cypress and Grouse mountains are shown, as is the famous Peaks long-distance hiking trail heading 
north. The second side covers the more easterly Burnaby/Coquitlam/ cities and Mount Seymour Provincial Park 
(the third mountain gracing Vancouver’s Northshore). It also includes Pitt Meadows and several provincial parks 
east of the urban area. This is a re-issue of our earlier map of the same name, with one huge legal difference. All 
Canadian topographic maps are copyright by Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada. Of course, Queen 
Elizabeth died late last year, so all new maps must now be copyright of His Majesty King Charles III in Right of 
Canada 2023. This is the very first map ever published under that copyright, and is noted on both sides of the 
sheet, as this map constitutes two separate maps. The map also has two different covers, so can be marketed 
either with a picture of a bus heading for Whistler ski resort about to cross the First Narrows (or Lions) bridge (if you 
look just ahead of the bus you will see crouching lions guarding each side of the roadway), or if one prefers, the 
92G7 side has a lovely picture of one of the many totem poles that grace our city. AVAILABLE 

Norway South/Central Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:800,000 ISBN 9781771295796 UPC 817712957962 
$12.95cdn/us E/GBP9.95 - ITMB recently published a detailed map of the northern half of Norway; now we are 
pleased to complete our coverage with a lovely, detailed rendition of southern and central Norway. Norway, being 
such a long country, suffers from an inability to be placed on a map sheet comfortably, so separating it into two 
double-sided maps provides the cartographer with the opportunity to portray the country at a much better scale 
than is possible with a map of the entire country. This map starts in Narvik and travels south through Bodo to south 
of Trondheim on Side 1, showing all the roads and emphasizing the excellent rail connections. A little portion of 
neighbouring Sweden is shown as well. Side 2 concentrates on the southerly ‘bulge’ of Norway south to the 
country’s border with Sweden and west to the North Atlantic. A large inset map of Oslo, the capital, is included, as 
well as a list of Top attractions. Again, both road and rail connections are shown. We try to show tunnels as well, of 
which there are many. Naturally, touristic sites are included, as well as a selection of camping sites. Longer 
distance hiking trails/cross-country ski routes are also included. The famous coastal routes of Norwegian ferries is 
also included, which is an excellent way to view the coastline between Stavanger and Bergen. AVAILABLE 

NEW RELEASES JANUARY, 2023 

Bahamas Travel Reference Map 5th Ed. 2022 1:500,000 on waterproof paper ISBN 9781771291057 UPC 
817712910578 13.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – This edition has been in circulation for the past three months but is 
being announced now simply because almost all copies of the previous edition will have sold by now. After all, this 
is a part of the world that doesn’t change much. The cover picture is a tad unusual, but tickled Lan’s sense of 
humour, being a swimming pig with a seagull on its back. Pigs may not fly, but obviously, they can swim. Is this pig 
merely cooling off in clear blue water, or is it valiantly trying to swim to America and become an asylum seeker? 
Regardless, this fifth edition of our popular travel map to the many Bahamian islands shows a wealth of 
accommodations, beaches, and points of interest. Inset maps of Nasau and Freeport detail the two largest cities, 
and a special inset of New Providence Island, the most popular tourist destination, shows resorts and attractions 
that make this island so popular. AVAILABLE 
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Lisbon & Portugal Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:10,000/1:600,000 on waterproof paper ISBN 
9781771294416 UPC 817712944160 $13,95cdn/us E/GBP9.95 – The city of Lisbon is one of the most attractive in 
Europe. It is an ancient city, but most of its architecture dates from the Victorian era. It has a fascinating number of 
tram lines, and the trams tend to be an experience worth the trip. One graces our cover. There is no cheaper way 
to explore this city than to climb aboard and let the rails decide your destination! Coverage extends from the 
northern and western motorways to the southerly Rio Tejo and the national museum, so shows the city quite 
comprehensively. Almost half of the map area is of the massive Monsanto Park, one of the largest urban parks in 
the world. The reverse side is equally important, in that it presents our first-ever map dedicated to showing the 
charms of the entire country of Portugal. A bit of western Spain is included due to the unevenness of the border, but 
the map goes from the northernmost tipoff Castelo to the southernmost expanse of the Costa Do Algarve, showing 
touristic attractions, historic sites, beaches, museums, rail connections, and major parks. AVAILABLE 

Mexico Gulf Coast Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:1,300,000 ISBN 9781771294829 UPC 
817712948298 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – Mexico is an ever-popular travel destination. The country is so large 
that we started mapping it as a series of regional maps years ago. We started developing this map in 2019, then 
Covid intervened and forced us to delay. The Gulf Cost extends from Brownsville, Texas through Vera Cruz to the 
Yucatan Peninsula. Due to the shape of the region, all of Belize and about half of Guatemala is included, but the 
focus is on the many attractions of the eastern Gulf coast of Mexico. Side 1 cover the northern coastal regions, 
going inland as far as Monterrey, Zacatecas, Morelia, and Mexico City. Side 2 shows the Gulf Coast from Tampico 
to Carmen, then on to Merida, Cancun, and the southern tip of Belize. By the shape of this part of Mexico, the 
Pacific Coast, from the Guatemalan border westwards past Acapulco is also shown. All major roads are shown, but 
as passenger rail service was discontinued several years ago, we have opted to not show most rail lines.  
AVAILABLE 

Nepal Travel Reference Map 4th Ed. 2022 1:500,000 on waterproof paper ISBN 9781771295765 UPC 
817712957658 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – We delayed completing this map until now for two very good reasons. 
First, we were planning a trip to Nepal in the spring of 2020, just when China clamped down on arriving visitors and 
just before the worldwide pandemic was declared. The second reason was just as obvious; until recently, Nepal 
was not open for tourism. Now it is, and it is time to re-introduce the world to one of the most fascinating countries 
on Planet Earth. Side 1 covers western Nepal around Pokhara and has a detailed inset map of the Mount Everest 
area in an expanded scale. Side 2 covers the portion of the country from just west of the Annapurna Glacial region 
eastwards through Kathmandu to the eastern border A very detailed inset map of Kathmandu is included, as one of 
the Kathmandu Valley that surrounds the city. Basic road access from India is shown. It is not possible to enter 
from China. AVAILABLE 

Patagonia Road/Rail Travel Reference Map 6th Ed. 2023 on waterproof paper ISBN 9781771296281 
817712962812 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – Patagonia has changed dramatically in recent years. Argentina has 
finally invested in infrastructural improvements to make the region more accessible by paving roads, upgrading 
airports, building hospitals, encouraging tourism, and making exploration much more pleasant than when I first 
visited the region. By the shape of the southern third of South America, the map is best shown with the northern 
portion of Patagonia on one side and goes to the north of what is traditionally thought of as Patagonia to include the 
La Pampa region and Buenos Aires at the northernmost upper area of the map. As a result, all of Chile south of 
Conception is also shown. Highway 40, the ‘spinal cord’ of Patagonia, is now paved, or mostly so, making driving 
reasonably easy. There are rail lines in this northern region, and we have shown them, but I believe that all 
passenger service has been discontinued. The second side covers the Santa Cruz grasslands, the wonderful 
Chilean southern islands, and the very popular Tierra del Fuego portion of both countries. Most people do not 
realize that the Tierra region is an island, with access controlled by a Chilean ferry and border crossings into the 
Argentinian portion. Ushuaia, the most important city, is actually in the southern shore of the island, fronting on to 
the Beagle Channel. The southernmost point in South America is an island named after Hoorn, in old Holland, 
called Cape Horn in English. We even show the route tour boats use to get to Cape Horn from Ushuaia. The 
Falkland Islands are close enough to this southern tip of the continent to show on this map, and we have also 
included an expanded inset map to show the British colony in better detail. Just don’t try to get there from 
Argentina! We have also included a detailed inset map of Ushuaia, the most southerly city in the world. AVAILABLE 
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Tahiti & Polynesian Cruising Travel Reference Map 2nd Ed. 2022 1:100,000/1:10,000,000 ISBN 
9781771298025 UPC 817712980250 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – Anyone who has visited Tahiti retains fond 
memories of a wonderful Polynesian paradise. This map shows the major islands of French Polynesia as a series 
of large insets on Side 1. An overall inset map showing the many islands is also shown, but for showing detail, one 
must expand the individual islands. The largest one is the volcanic Tahiti Nui, with the capital city of Pape’ete (or 
Papeete in English), for which a detailed inset map is included. Most visitors stay in the vicinity of Papeete, along 
the coast. We show several popular resorts. There is a good circular road around the island’s shoreline, but no 
roads in the interior. The island is joined to another, called Tahiti Iti, or Little Tahiti, and roads extend partway 
around this less-developed part of the combined island. Most of the other islands are rarely visited, although they 
have resorts, beaches, and a lifestyle of their own. Names like Huahine, Riatea, Tahaa, and Maiao may not be as 
familiar as they should be, but all can be reached by inter-island transportation. Moorea and Bora Bora are much 
better known, with numerous resorts along the coastline. Being a French Overseas Possession, Tahiti uses the 
Euro as a currency, so expect European prices! Tahiti is also a popular destination stop for cruise ships. The 
second side of the map covers a part of the world impossible to map well. The region known alternatively as 
Polynesia and as the South Pacific consists of a vast amount of water, dotted with small islands that are little more 
than the tips of mountains resting far below the surface. This map shows Hawaii at the upper edge and the northern 
tip of New Zealand at the bottom. The Queensland coast of Australia is at the far left, and the very isolated Pitcairn 
Islands at the eastern edge. In between are Cook Islands, Tahiti, Samoa, Fiji, the Solomons, Nauru, Kiribati, 
Micronesia, and the Marshall Islands. This vast expanse of ocean is becoming increasingly attractive as a cruise 
ship area, simply because it is the only way most of us could ever visit this region affordably. I like this map 
because it shows undersea mountain chains and names dozens of islands we’ve probably heard of and dreamed of 
visiting. Where exactly is Niue, for instance, or Fanning Island? Did you know that the USA has island colonial 
possessions all over the Pacific? Samoa is well known, but how about Palmyra Atoll, Howland Island, the Bakers, 
or Swains Atoll? Lan has really created an enticing and interesting map; the more one looks at it in detail, the more 
one starts making travel plans in one’s head! AVAILABLE 

NEW RELEASES, NOVEMBER AND TO EARLY DECEMBER, 2022 

Frankfurt/Central Germany Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023, on waterproof stone paper 1:8,000/1:400,000 
ISBN 9781771292894 UPC 817712928948 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP9.95 – AVAILABLE 

Hawaii Volcanoes National Park & Big Island Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 on waterproof stone paper 
1:85,000/1:200,000 ISBN 9781771293419 UPC 817712934192 S13.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – AVAILABLE 

Norway North and Central Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:800,000 ISBN 9781771295789 UPC 
817712957894 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – AVAILABLE 

Qatar and Bahrain, Travel Reference Map 2nd Ed. 2023, 1:300,000/1:115,000 with insets of Doha and 
Manama, on waterproof stone paper ISBN 9781771296441 UPC 817712964410 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 - 
AVAILABLE 

 


